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NAVIGATION

To go forward just click anywhere on the right hand side of
the page. To go backwards, just click on the left hand side
of the page.

USING THE CONTENTS PAGE
To go to a particular quote, just click on the appropriate
heading on the contents pages.

At the bottom of each page 15 a prompt which will take you
back to the first of the contents pages.

PRINTING

At the bottom of each page is a prompt which, when clicked will
enable you to print this book.

To print just a single page, click the "Page" option rather than "All"
when the printer window pops up.

To print the book quickly, turn off the color option on your printer.

TWe suggest yvou alter your printer setting to landscape and set the
margins as wide as you can.

To move quickly from one section of the book to another go back to
the contents page and select the section.
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PRINTING INSTRUCTIONS

If you are having trouble printing it may be because your
operating system 13 older then Windows 98, Some older or
highly specialised printers may not print properly. Please
ensure that you have the latest printer drivers installed.

If yvou're still experiencing trouble send us an email
QUITTING
To quit the bool, just click on the 'CLOSE' link on the

bottomn of each page, or use the right click button and go to
'EXIT"
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PREFACE

Inspired and motivated by Bert Miller
1913 - 2000

Inspired and Motivated by Jesus of Mazareth is the first in
a series of books, containing the inspiring and motivating
thoughts of insightful people.

I was inspired and motivated to publish this boolk by my
father Bert Miller, who Thope will be eternally pleased to
know that the time, effort and expense he put into my
education and upbringing weren't entirely wasted.

Bert Miller was a devote Lutheran, being at one time
chairman of the congregation of 3t James in Whyalla, lay
reader and superintendent of the Sunday school He was a
good man, held in high esteern by all those who lnew him,
particularly his four sons.

COVER PICTURE

COne of my father's favourite books, and one he encouraged
me to read was Tp the Organisation' by Robert Townsend,
one time CEQ of Avis Rent & Car. I've ended up with a copy
of the book and often flip through it.

Liking Townsend's style, a page or so devoted to an aspect
of management, with a crisp and appropriate heading, I
thought 1t would be a good idea to capture the thoughts of
other great thinkers and shapers of opinion in a simnilar
manner.

Because of Bert's high regard for him, I've selected Jesus of
Mazareth to kick off the Inspired and Motivated Series.

Jokhn Millar
Canberra 1/2008

The pictwre of Jesus of Mazareth was designed by Morm Hamdorf of 2H Graphic in Adelaide, South Australia.
A graphic artist extraordinagire, you can contact Normm on hhgraphigbigpond.com.au
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INTRODUCTION

THE ESSENTIAL JESUS

Jesus of Mazareth needs little introduction to tmost people in the
western world, but, as ouwr societies become more and imore
secularised, the question has to be asked, 'Does Jesus of Mazareth
speak to us today in a context outside the religious one?'

There 15 certainly no doubt that he does, though how well he stacks
up against the myriad thinkers and wrters of inspiring and
motivating thoughts who came either before or after is left for
readers to judge for themselwes.

Mewvertheless, the man who bestrides the gap between BC and AD
15 a worthy contender to start the Inspired and Motivated series.

The quotes have been taken from the Gospels as written by
Matthew, Mlark, Luke and John translated and passed down
through the ages until they appear in the Good Mews Bible, Today's
English Version and published under the wmprint of the American
Bible Society i 1974

Some of the quotes have been revised shghtly and astute readers
and biblical scholars may either concur or wince at the thought of a
gentle bending of the inspired word to suit the times.

Stripped of the theological the hubris, the religious bunfights, the
myth, legend and superstiion there is still some good stuff left, lots
of it.

Discerning readers of this vohune will have to decide howrto fit a
variety of concepts into their own construct of how the world works
and create their own pantheon.

<

CONTENTS

Some of the passages have been edited, cut and spliced to give a
more secular interpretation. I've also taken the liberty of making a
few subtle alterations to modernise the context, keep vou awake and
give you a laugh. I've left i some references to the deity, but [ know
that by leaving them in, there i still room for interpretation about
exactly what the great man was tallang about.

With the benefit of 2000 yvears of hindsight and a more expansive and
better educated frame of reference today's readers may find
themselves placing a different construction over what is said. Itis the
mystery of any interpretation that will make for interesting reading. [
will be so bold as to make the prediction that readers will keep
cotning back to the book, plucking out new and different msights each
time.

All i all and once they're stripped dowr, the Gospels read like a
Shakespearian tragedy. That is one of the things that has given them
an endunng legacy down through the ages. There is something in
them for evervhody. Like Shakespeare they prowide fertile ground
for mterpretation, full of heroes and villains, births and deaths, wit and
wizdom and, as I've already said, the odd bit of myth, legend and
superstition thrown in.

Until now, it's always been hard to sort out the wheat from the chaff
This book is the essential Jesus of Nazareth for 22nd Century readers.

And mate, if you're still out there come back, Palestine needs you.

)
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INTRODUCTION

The Gospels are highly repetitive. In those cases where the same
thought 15 expressed by different writers only one has been included.

For me, the parables are a highlight, with the lttle twists at the end,
with a surprising emphasis on the nature and value of enterprise.

In fact throughout the book, and contrary to popular opinion there is
frequent support for the enterprising way of lfe and very little to
commend that of the poor and miserable.

There are some persistent themes.

I like the parables that start with, 'The Kingdom of heaven iz like
thiz.' They talk about growth, about big things starting off as lttle
things, of an action of some sort ending up with a marvelous
achievement.

Contrary to popular opindon Jesus held people who wanted to improve

themselves in higher esteem than people who didn't. He had a higher
regard for the status of affluence than he did for the status of
poverty. His is an inspining and motivating message for those who
wanted to inprove themselves and their ife situation.

For some strange reason, climbing the ladder of success is one of the
core Christian values that has been played down in recent years, as
though hard worly effort and getting ahead by wirtue of your own
enterprise 15 something to be frowned on. We appear to spend more
time trying to cut down tall poppies than we do encouraging the small
poppies to grow taller,

<
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You're going to have to decide for wourself what the kingdom of
heaven is.

The nstructions about judgementalistm appear to come from one who
15 well versed in this particular art, but the sayings lose none of their
inpact on that account.

The frequent references to faith, and to forgiveness are tunely and
enduring and, along with the struction not to look back are an
essential ingredient of good mental health.

If this 15 Christianity, tell me where [ can sign up!
But all that aside, there is gold in these pages. Dig deep.

[ mentioned in the Preface that the idea for the book, and the series,
came from Robert Townsend's 'Up the Orgamsation’. A particular
aspect of Townsend's book that I like are the succinct headings,
encapsulating as they do the thought that follows. In this book, trying
to match the headings with the guotes has been a tough assignment
and I'm sure some of those that I've selected will be open to
comjecture.

In future ediions discerning readers may wish to suggest a change of
heading as a result of the different insight, slant or construction they
have gleaned from a cquote. They may also lke to suggest the
inclusion of quotes of Jesus that have been overlooked, particularly
from sources outside the Gospels published in the Bible. Who lnows,
we rmight get some cquotes from the Dead Sea Scrolls! This I hope
will add to the enjoyment of the reading; plus, I'd hate to be accused
of not being open to changing a good 1dea for a better one.
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ABILITY

- to each according -

Cnee there was a man who was about to go on a journey,
he called his servants and put them in charge of his
property. He gave to each one according to his ability: to
one he gave five thousand gold coins, to another he gave
two thousand, and to another he gave one thousand. Then
he left on his journey. The servant who had received five
thousand coins went at once and invested his money and
earned another five thousand. In the same way the servant
who had received two thousand coimns earned another two
thousand. But the servant who had received one thousand
coins went off, dug a hole in the ground, and hid hus
master's money.

After a long time the master of those servants came back
and settled accounts with them. The servant who had
received five thousand coins came in and handed over the
other five thousand, 'You gave me five thousand coins,
sir, he said. 'Lock! Here are another five thousand that T
have earned! "Well done, you good and faithful servant!'
said his master. '"You have been faithful in managing small
amounts, so I will put you in charge of large amounts.
Come on i1 and share my happiness!'

Then the servant who had been given two thousand coins
came in and said, 'You gave me two thousand coins, sir.

{ CONTENTS

Look! Here are another two thousand that I have earned.'
"Well done, wou good and faithful servant!' said his master,
"Tou have been faithful in managing small amounts, so I will
put vou in charge of large amounts. Come on in and share
my happiness!'

Then the servant who had received one thousand coins came
in and said, 'Sir, ITknow you are a hard man; you reap harvests
where you did not plant, and you gather crops where you did
not scatter seed. I was afraid, so I went off and hid wour
money in the ground. Look! Here 13 what belongs to you.'

"Tou bad and lazy servant!' his master said. "You knew, did
you, that I reap harvests where I did not plant, and gather
crops where I did not scatter seed? Well, then, you should
have deposited my money in the bank, and I would have
received it all baclk with interest when I returned.’

'MTow, take the money away from him and give it to the one
who has ten thousand coins. '

For to every person who has something, even more will be
given, and he will have more than enough, but the person who
has nothing, even the little that he has will be taken away
from him. As for this useless servant - throw him outside in
the darkmness, there he will cry and gnash his teeth’

Matthew 25:14
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ACHIEVEMENT AFFINITY
- Iaith the basis of -
Everything is possible for a person who has faith Whoever 1s not against you 13 for you,
Mark 9:23 Luke 9:30
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ALLEGIANCE ALERTNESS
Wo one can be a slave of two masters; he will hate one and Be on the lookout, be alert, for you do not know when the
love the other; he will be loyal to one and despise the time will come.

other. You cannot serve both God and money.
It will be like a man who goes away from home on a journey

Matthew 6:24 and leaves hus servants in charge, after giving to each one his
own work to do and after telling the doorkeeper to keep
watch.

Watch, then, because you do not know when the master of
the house i1s coming - it might be in the evening or at
midnight or before dawn or at sunrise. If he comes
suddenly, he must not find you asleep.
What I say to you, I saytoall: Watchl

MIark 13.34

{ CONTENTS -77- PRINT CLOSE ’



. Inspired and Motivated by Jesus of Nazareth

ANXIETY

Do not be worried and upset.

John 14:1

CONTENTS

ASKING

Suppose one of you should go to a friend's house at
midnight and say to him, Friend, let me borrow three loaves
of bread. A friend of mine who 13 on a trip has just come to
my house, and I haven't got any food for um!'

And suppose your friend should answer from inside, Don't
bother mel The door 15 already locked, and my children and
Iare in bed I can't get up and give you anything' “Well,
what then?

I tell you that even if he will not get up and give you the
bread because you are his friend, yet he will get up and give
you everything wou need because you are not ashamed to
keep on asking,

And solsayto you: ask, and you will receive; seek, and you
will find, knock, and the door will be opened to you. For
everyone who asks will receive, and he who seeks will find,
and the door will be opened to anyone who knocks.

Luke 11:5
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ASKING ASTUTENESS
Would any of wou who are fathers give your son a stone The Kingdom of heaven is like this,
when he asks for bread? Or would you give him a snake n find hidden in th d
when he asks for a fish? Asbad as you are, you know how 4 man happens Lo find a treasure hudden in the ground. He
to give good things to your childrer, covers it up again, and 1s so happy that he goes and sells

everything he has, and then goes back and buys that piece of
How much more, then, will your Father in heaven give

land.
good things to those who ask him! Matthew 13:44

Matthew 7:9
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AWARENESS BELIEF

When the sun is setting, vou say, "We are going to have
fine weather, because the sloy is red' And early in the
morning you say, T is going to rain, because the sky is
red and dark

Let it happen, then, just as you believe,
Matthew 9:20

Tou can predict the weather by looking at the sloy, but
vou cannot interpret the signs concerning these times!

Matthew 16:2
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BLESSINGS BLINDNESS
- receipt of - - the blind leading the blind -
If you love only the people who love you, why One blind man cannot lead ancther one; if he
should you receive a blessing does, both will fall into a ditch
Luke 6:32 Luke 6:39
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BRAVERY BREAD

The world will make you suffer. But be brave, Man carmot live on bread alone.

John 16:33 Luke 4:4

{ CONTENTS -5 - PRINT CLOSE



. Inspired and Motivated by Jesus of Nazareth

BROTHERLY LOVE

If your brother sins against you, go to him and show him
his fault. But do it privately, just between vourselves. If
he listens to you, you have won yvour brother back

But if he will not listen to you, take one or two other
persons with you, so that 'every accusation may be upheld
by the testimony of two or more witnesses) as the
Soripture says. And if he will not listen to thern, then tell
the whole thing to the church.

Matthew 18:15

CONTENTS

-7 -

CANCELLING
- the pitfalls of -

The Kingdom of heaven is like this.

COnce there was a king who prepared a wedding feast for hus
son. He sent his servants to tell the inwvited guests to come
to the feast, but they did not want to come. 2o he sent
other servants with this message for the guests: iy feast
15 ready now, my bullocks and prize calves have been
slaughtered, and everything 1s ready. Come to the wedding
feast!'

But the invited guests paid no attention and went about their
business: one went to his farm, another to his store, while
others grabbed the servants, beat them, and killed thern.

The king was very angry, so he sent his soldiers, who killed
those murderers and burnt down their city. Then he called
his servants and said to themn, Ty wedding feast is ready,
but the people I invited did not deserve it. Now go to the
main streets and invite to the feast as many people as you

Matthew 22.1
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CHANGE CHANGE
It is easier for heaven and earth to disappear than for the I assure you that unless you change and become like
smallest detail of the Law to be done away with. children, you will never enter the Kingdom of God.
Luke 16: 17 Mathew 18:13

{ CONTENTS -18- PRINT CLOSE ’



. Inspired and Motivated by Jesus of Nazareth

CAUTION

Ee as cautious as shalzes.

Mathew 10:16

CONTENTS
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CHARACTER

A healthy tree does not bear bad fruit, nor does a poor tree
bear good fruit. Every tree is known by the fruit it bears;
you do not pick figs from thorn bushes or gather grapes
from bramble bushes. A good person brings good out of
the treasure of good things in his heart, a bad person brings
bad out of his treasure of bad things. For the mouth spealks
what the heart is full of.

Luke 14: 43
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Be onyour guard against false prophets; they come to you
looking like sheep o the outside, but on the inside they
are really like wild wolves, Tou will know therm by what

they do.

Matthew 7:15

CHARLATANISM

CONTENTS

-0 -

CLEANLINESS

It 1s what comes out of a person that make him unclean. For
from the inside, from a person's heart, come the evil 1deas
which lead him to do immoral things, to rob, kill, commit
adultery, be greedy, and do all sorts of ewil things, deceit,
indecency, jealousy, slander, pride, and folly - all these ewvil
things come from inside a person and make him unclean.

Mark 7:20
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CLEANLINESS COMMANDMENTS
Don't you understand? Anything that goes into a person's Tou know the commandments: Do not commit murder, do
mouth goes into his stomach and then on out of his body, not cormrmt adultery;, do not steal, do not accuse anyone
But the things that come out of the mouth come from the falsely, do not cheat; respect your father and your mother.
heart, and these are the things that make a person ritually
unclean Mark 10.19

Matthew 15:17
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COMPASSION

When you give a lunch or a dinner, do not invite your
friends or your brothers or your relatives or your rich
neighbours - for they will inwite you back, and in this way
you will be paid for what you did.

When you give a feast, invite the poor, the crippled, the
lame, and the blind; and you will be blessed, because they
are not able to pay you back. God will repay you on the
day the good people rise from death.

Luke 14:12

{ CONTENTS
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- avoid them -

Wity do you not judge for yourselves the right thing to do?
If someone brings a lawsuit against vou and takes wou to
court, do your best to settle the dispute with him before you
get to court. If you dont, he will drag you before the judge,
who will hand you over to the police, and you will be put in
jail. There you will stay, I tell you, until you pay the last
cent of your fine.

Luke 12:57
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